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Business Alliance

Location: Wake Technical Community College North

Members Present: Mark Savage, Ellie Watkins, Barbara Wiggins, Wanda Green,
Rosemarie Newman, Wally Agee, Carmen Carroll, Janny Flynt, Mark Richman, Kenny
Norton, DonnaMaria Harris

Guests — Yearbook Sponsor, Erin Neville and 6 WHS Yearbook Students; Graduation
Project Chair, Jean Duffy

http://www.wcpss.net/school to career/business_alliance/index.html
www.wakefieldhs.net www.wakefieldms.net

Barbara Wiggins opened the meeting with a welcome and thank you to Wake Technical
Community College for hosting the meeting. Introductions were offered.

Mark Savage presented information from Wakefield High School. The band and sports
programs are moving forward. Mr. Orsett played a key role along with several WHS
students in the Les Miserables presentation, an off-broadway student production.
Teachers are participating in Professional Learning Communities to gather ideas about
how to positively impact course performance for all students

Ellie Watkins provided comments from Wakefield Middle School. The sports programs
are progressing this fall. The year is going well.

Erin Neville, WHS Yearbook sponsor, gave a synopsis of yearbook needs. Staff
members were present to discuss business ad needs and opportunities for companies to
reach a large audience. Students met with potential ad sponsors.

Jean Duffy presented information about the NC State Graduation Project requirements
and impact on the community. She invited alliance members to participate in judging
student events. Beth Davis, Sandy Gasper, and Becky Martin of the WHS Business
Alliance have met to discuss the development of documents needed for community
support. Community members will serve as mentors and presentation judges. In 2009-
2010, over 450 WHS students will complete their graduation project and this will occur
every year. Discussion followed.

The Great Xplorations Career Fair will be attended by 10 alliance companies and 150
students and staff from Wakefield Middle and High Schools. The event will be held
November 2, 2007 at McKimmon Center. Over 1500 students from 18 middle and high
schools are expected. Over 130 companies will be present.
http://www.wcpss.net/school_to_career/great_xplorations/2007




Poe Health Center has received a grant from Rex Healthcare, a Wakefield Business
Alliance member, to present Think First . . . React Second to all 9" graders. The message
includes information about the importance of effective decision making and factors that
can impair good processes. Visit www.poehealth.org to learn more.

The meeting was adjourned. Wanda Green provided a tour of the Wake Technical
Community College North campus.

The next meeting will be held November 8, 2007 at 8:00 a.m. Location will be
announced.



